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Dear Freshman Leadership Academy Parent/Guardian:

Morgan Park High School is a learning community rich with tradition and excellence. We pride ourselves on the many accomplishments both in academics and athletics. It is because of dedicated parents, staff and students that Morgan Park continues to excel and maintain its reputation as a premier Chicago Public High School. 

With that in mind, we have created three Smaller Learning Communities (SLCs) into which this year’s Freshman Academy Students (students in divisions 367-375) will choose to enroll for the next three years. The communities include "The Creative Net", (a fine arts academy); "The Community of Superstar Citizens" ( a law/civics/ nursing academy); "The Practical Research and Development Community" (a math and science academy). 

 Each Smaller Learning Community will consist of groups of approximately 140 students which will be instructed by a group of four core subject teachers (English, Math, Science Social Studies).  We hope that this arrangement will foster communication among teachers about shared students and, in doing so, make learning more personalized and relevant.  Each SLC will focus on providing students with study skills, problem solving strategies and a rigorous academic program designed to capitalize on students’ interests while meeting all CPS graduation requirements.

To continue to promote their success and plan for their future, students will be given packets with the  documents listed below.  The documents will also be posted on the Morgan Park High School website.  After reading about and discussing the SLC options with your son/daughter, please fill out and sign the student SLC Selection / Preference Form on  the reverse side of this letter. Please keep in mind that when a student chooses a community of which to be a member, (s)he is committed to the community for three years.  Selection should be based on a student's academic interests and strengths as well as his or her ambitions for after high school.   All efforts will be made to honor a student’s first preference, but we cannot guarantee this.


 The Documents:

1. SLC Graphic Organizer

a. Students have 3 SLC options and within each SLC there are options as well. 

2. SLC Descriptions

a. Explains the focus of each SLC.

3. Course Sequence Tables

a.  Shows grade 10-12 course sequence for each community

4. SLC Selection Preference Form

a. Students and Parent/Guardians should fill out this form to indicate of what community they will be a member for the next three years.  

Please contact Mr. Jerry Moore, our SLC Coordinator, via email (GTMOORE@CPS.EDU) or phone (535-2786) with any questions or concerns. Also, if you wish, contact Jerry to make an appointment with Freshmen Academy teachers who are available to meet with parent/guardians after school on Wednesdays to discuss your child’s progress.  Please don’t forget about the upcoming Freshmen Progress Report Pickup dates: March 10, and May 19th.  Don’t worry, we will send another reminder around the time of Progress Reports.

Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Dr. Beryl Shingles

Principal

                                                 CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS


