STUDENT’S FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT SMALLER LEARNING COMMUNITIES (SLC)
Q.  How long do I get to choose my Smaller Learning Community (SLC)?

A.  2 weeks. 

SLCs will be introduced on Tuesday, Feb. 2 and programming begins Feb 8. 
Q.  Does my parent/guardian have to give me permission to be in the SLC I pick?  What if we disagree?

A.  Yes. 

Your parent/guardian has to sign the SLC preference form.  You and your parent(s) should talk the positives and negatives of each of the SLC, based on how interested you are in it and the benefits the SLC could give you. A way to begin this conversation is to give your parents all the papers you received in division about the SLC.
Q.  Will I still graduate on time?
A.   Yes unless you fail too many classes. All the CPS requirements to graduate are included in each SLC set of courses.
Q.  Will I be able to switch out of the SLC I choose?

A.  No unless there are special circumstances. 

Students are not allowed to change communities from semester to semester. Only if a change is direly needed, will one be allowed at the end of a full year. Be smart when making an SLC decision because if you decide to change SLC, your change has to be approved. 

Q.  Will I stay in the same division?

A.  No.

Your division will change because you will be regrouped with students in the same SLC as you are in. Also more than likely your division teacher will also probably change. The most important thing is you stay in a division that begins with a 2, meaning you are on track to graduate on time.
Q.  Will I still have the same counselor?

A.  No, because when your division changes it is likely your counselor will also change.
Q.  Will I have the exact same classes as everyone else in the SLC I am in like in The Freshman Academy?

A.  Possibly. 

For your core classes, you will be with the students in you are your same SLC, but when in your elective, classes you have a choice on whether or not to take, then you might have classmates from other SLCs.
Q.  Will the SLCs change in the next year?

A. No.  
More SLCs will not be added; but, depending on student interest, some may be expanded to include other houses, or some houses might have to be broken up.  Some communities/houses may decide to develop and add more electives to their requirements, but this would only be done if student interest made that necessary.
Q.  Can I take Advance Placement (AP) classes even though other members of my SLC are not?
A.  Yes.  
Advanced Placement (AP) classes within a subject can usually be taken as a more challenging option to a core class (i.e. AP English Lit for English III).  Talk about these options with your counselor.  Also, no one community has a control on a given AP class:  A member of the Practical Research and Development Academy can take AP Art, just as a member of The Creative Net can take AP Calculus

Q.  Will colleges like to see this on my transcript? 

A.  YES! 

Why not?  What they will really like to see though will be good grades in higher level courses.  If you are in regular or honor level classes, work to get into honors or AP classes, because you are choosing an SLC based on your interests and strength, this shouldn’t be hard to do.
.Q.  Can I still do College Bridge programs?  

A. Yes.  
If you meet the program’s requirements, there are elective slots in twelfth grade that might have room for College Bridge.
Q.  Should I pick the SLC all my friends are choosing?

A.  NO! 

You should chooses the SLC which best suits your interests, strengths and goals.

Q.  Will it be easier for me to get a summer job? 

A.  Yes. 

As SLCs become more firmly established, it is hoped that they will form affiliation with community businesses, which may lead to summer job opportunities for students. A SLC in which you are interested might also keep you out of summer school.
Q.  Will I have the same teachers for three years in the SLC?

A.  It is hard to tell.  
Each year as consecutive groups of freshman select into a particular SLC, more teachers will enter as well.  Because your sophomore teachers will have worked together for a year developing a sophomore set of courses, they might want to stay with sophomores.  The teachers new to the SLC would probably become the junior teachers; but, some teachers might actually want to follow a year group.  Another thought is the popularity of an SLC.  Some communities might need more teachers than others in any given year causing some teachers to have to take multiple year groups.
 

